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| MENORANDUN FOR: Deputy for Research and Development, OSA
\ SUBJECT: U-2R Pilot Life Support Eouipment

\ 1. The subject of iife support eguipment for the U-2R

‘ program has peen alluded to in several of the proposals and
rs. However, &t no place in these proposals or papers

} has thers been a firm decision as to exactly what the pilots’

l 1ite support equipment is to be.

\

\ g. It is the position of D/Operations and D/¥Materiel that
full pressure sults should be used in the g-2R program. I1f
\ fer no other reason, the use of the full pressure suit is
| justified because of the ohmolescence of the partiaz] pressure
gsuits and the resul tant increesing diftficulties in obtaining
\ spare parts.

3. It is slso the position of p/Operations and D/¥ateriel
that there will not be a requirement for expensive individual
tziloring of full pressure guits that is novw required for the
partial pressure suits. It is belleved that the state-of-the-
art of full pressure guit development is far enough along

- , required. If the
sxperience grined from the A-12/8R-71 progra=ss ip taken
adyantage of, it is conceivable that all Project IDEALIST pilote
can be equipped with gtandard sized full pressure suite from

_ ned¥ storks
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5. In the interesti of dollar savings, the use of standard
gized suits for IDEALIST pilots would amount tc a considerable
ssving. 1f these suits could be obtained from USAF stocks,

a further savings ecould be realized, .

IDEALIST /OXCART mawpLe VIA[___ | 25X1A
SECRET CONTROL SYSTEM

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP68B00724R000100080029-2



Approves For Release 2002/08 iy RDP688300724R000100080029-2
IDEALIST /OXCART

1274466
Pags % 25X1A

6. It is the Mtign of the unmtmﬁmi lthat a:h
follow actions be isplemsnted as soon &8 pr cRl 80
to yn:zgt any possible slow-down in the U-2R development
progran.

a. Physical profiles of all IDEALIST pilots be taken
to dvteral:: mtp::u full pressure suits will be required.

b. USAT ho contacted as to the availability of on-
the-shelf life support items required for the U-2ZR program.

¢. A full pressure suit modification program (if
required) be imitiated with David Clark Corporation.
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